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Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi —
lllegal mining is often seen as a crime that happens
behind closed gates and in remote areas, but its impact
reaches every South African. It robs the country of
valuable mineral wealth, damages the environment,
deprives government of much-needed revenue, and is
frequently linked to organised crime.

In the latest crackdown, the Directorate for Priority Crime
Investigation (Hawks) arrested five suspects during an
operation targeting an alleged illegal chrome mining site
in the Thabazimbi policing area.

According to Hawks spokesperson colonel Avele
Fumba, the suspects, aged between 43 and 50,
were arrested during a coordinated operation led by
the Limpopo Serious Organised Crime Investigation
team, working alongside Thabazimbi SAPS, Hoopdal
SAPS, Dwaalboom SAPS, the Thabazimbi Local
Criminal Record Centre (LCRC), and officials from
the Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources
(DMPR). The arrests followed an ongoing investigation
into allegations of illegal chrome mining.
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Acting on information received and after the site was
verified by the relevant authorities, the multidisciplinary
team carried out a disruptive operation at the property.

Preliminary investigations allegedly revealed that mining
activities were conducted in contravention of South
Africa’s mining and environmental legislation. The five
suspects have been charged with alleged illegal mining,
as well as contravening Section 24F(1) of the National

IT TAKES
ONE
SPARK

A massive veld fire swept through
the Spitskop/ Kwaggasvlakte area on
Friday 10 July 2026, threatening to
spread towards the Shooting Range
before emergency crews brought
it under control. With the fire ban
already in effect since 1 July, residents
are urged to report any smoke or
fires immediately and remain vigilant
throughout the dry winter months.

More on page 2.
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Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998),
which relates to undertaking listed activities without the
required environmental authorisation. They appeared
in the Thabazimbi Magistrate’s Court on Tuesday,
14 July 2026. Provincial head of the Hawks in Limpopo,
major general (Adv.) Gopz Govender, praised the joint
efforts of the various law enforcement agencies and
government departments involved.
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Rapid Response

Prevents Major
Veld Fire Disaster

The scorched veld left behind
after firefighters successfully
contained the blaze, preventing
it from spreading even further.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi — With the 2026 fire
season now in full swing, emergency services are urging residents to
remain vigilant and strictly observe the fire ban that has been in effect
since 1 July 2026.

On 10 July 2026, a large veld fire broke outin the Spitskop/ Kwaggasvlakte
area before rapidly spreading towards the Shooting Range. Aerial footage
captured during the incident showed just how quickly the blaze grew as
dry winter conditions fuelled the flames.

Thanks to the swift, coordinated response of Thaba Fire and Rescue, the
Thabazimbi Local Municipality Water District, and Numzaan Safaris, the
fire was successfully contained and extinguished before it could spread
further and threaten additional properties, wildlife and infrastructure.
The incident serves as a timely reminder of how dangerous the current
fire conditions are. During the dry winter months, even a single spark
or unattended fire can spread within minutes, placing homes, farms,
livestock, wildlife and human lives at serious risk.

Residents are reminded that the fire ban remains in force and that no open
fires may be lit unless specifically permitted by the relevant authorities.
Everyone has a role to play in protecting the community by following fire
safety regulations and reporting any signs of smoke or fire immediately.

If you see smoke or a veld fire, report it without
delay. Early reporting allows emergency crews to
respond before a small fire becomes a major disaster.
Every second counts.

The police recovered an unlicensed 9mm

pistol with its serial number removed,

ammunition and a cellphone reported
Etf_)ten during a house robbery.
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Cellphone clue
leads to gun bust

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam —
Ajoint intelligence-driven operation by the police
has led to the recovery of an unlicensed firearm,
ammunition and a cellphone stolen during a
house robbery, with a suspect now on the run.

According to Limpopo police spokesperson
colonel Malesela Ledwaba, the operation
was conducted by members of the Northam
Detectives and the Rustenburg Trio Task Team
after investigators followed up on crucial leads.
The breakthrough came after a cellphone
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Mederduitsch Hervormde Kerk,
Vliegepoort, Thabazimbi |

believed to belong to one of the robbery suspects
was recovered and handed over to police.

The investigation led officers to Sunrise Park in
Rustenburg, where information extracted from
the recovered cellphone helped identify its owner.
Police then proceeded to an address in Extension
E5. As officers arrived, a man emerged from one
of the rooms and fled on foot after noticing the
police. He was positively identified as the owner
of the recovered cellphone, but managed to
evade arrest. A search of the room uncovered
an unlicensed 9mm pistol with its serial number
removed, four rounds of 9mm ammunition, and
a cellphone that had been reported stolen during
the house robbery.

The firearm and ammunition were handed over
to Boitekong SAPS for forensic processing,
while the stolen cellphone and recovered cash
were booked into evidence at Northam SAPS.
Police have since launched a manhunt for the
suspect and say investigations are continuing.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper |
Thabazimbi — A fatal collision on the
R510 claimed the life of one person
on Saturday morning, 11 June 2026,
adding to growing concerns over the
increasing number of serious road
accidents in the region. The crash
occurred approximately 07:20 and
involved a Renault Clio and a tipper
truck. The driver of the Renault, who was
the vehicle’s sole occupant, sustained
fatal injuries and was declared dead
at the scene. Fortunately, no other
injuries were reported. The cause of the
collision has not yet been determined
and remains under investigation. The

The Renault Clio came to rest on its
roof after the devastating collision
on the R510 that claimed the life of
its sole occupant.

Additional charges, including possession of an
unlicensed firearm and ammunition, as well as
possession of suspected stolen property, are
also being investigated.

Anyone with information that could assist police
in locating the suspect is urged to contact the
investigating officer, sergeant Fortune Madisa,
on 073 975 2022, call the Crime Stop number

R510 was closed shortly before 09:00 to allow forensic investigators
to examine the scene. At approximately 10:30, one lane was reopened
to traffic while emergency personnel continued clearing the wreckage.
The road was fully reopened at around 14:20. A coordinated response
was mounted by Amandelbult Fire and Rescue, TLM Waterberg District
Fire Services, SAPS Thabazimbi, the Thabazimbi Traffic Department,
Car Towing Services Rustenburg, and P&K Towing and Recovery.
We extend our heartfelt condolences to the family and loved ones of
the deceased.

on 08600 10111, visit the nearest police station,
or submit information anonymously through the
MySAPS App.

P&K Towing and Recovery press release extracts

Supporting a local success
story: friends, from left,
Tamia Ndlovu, Tshenolo
Nkhumise, Rorisang Kekana
and Amanda Mthembu
proudly celebrated Boitumelo
Moraka'’s latest book launch.
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| Young author Boitumelo
Moraka addressed guests
during the launch of her
’fecond novel, UNONA.
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Thabazimbi teen writes her
way into readers’ hearts

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi -
Seventeen-year-old Boitumelo Moraka is showing that passion,
perseverance and purpose can achieve remarkable things at
any age. The Grade 11 learner at Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer
recently celebrated the launch and signing of her second novel,
UNONA, during a special event at the
Bioskoop Hall in Thabazimbi on Saturday
27 June 2026.

The young author first introduced herself to
readers in July 2025 with her debut novel,
Who Is She, which explores themes of
resilience, self-discovery and overcoming
adversity. Her latest book, UNONA,
continues that journey, tackling important
social issues while encouraging readers to
embrace hope, healing and courage.

For Boitumelo, writing began as a deeply
personal outlet. Following the passing
of her father, Jacob Moraka, she found
comfort in writing letters to express her
emotions and keep his memory alive.
At the age of 14, she discovered her
natural talent for writing essays, and with
the encouragement of her mother, Maria
Moraka, she decided to pursue her dream
of becoming an author. Despite balancing
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the demands of school and everyday life, Boitumelo completed
Who Is She in just six months and UNONA in about five months.
She says the experience strengthened her discipline, patience
and time-management skills. Both novels carry a powerful
message that circumstances do not determine a person’s
future. Through her stories, Boitumelo hopes to remind readers
that there is always an opportunity to overcome adversity and
build a brighter tomorrow.

“The message | want readers to take away is that their story
is not over. Pain does not define who you are, and there is
always hope, healing and an opportunity to rise above every
challenge,” she said.

Beyond writing, Boitumelo is also the founder of JNM Royal
House, a platform that empowers young people through
creativity, storytelling and meaningful opportunities. Supported
by her mother, the initiative aims to give young voices a platform
where they can grow, express themselves and be celebrated.
She says one of the greatest rewards of being an author
is hearing from readers whose lives have been positively
impacted by her books, especially those who say her stories
have inspired them to keep believing in themselves.

Looking ahead, Boitumelo hopes to continue publishing books
that inspire, educate and uplift readers across South Africa and
beyond, while expanding JNM Royal House to empower even
more young people.

Her advice to aspiring young writers is heartfelt: “Never wait
for the perfect time to turn your dream into reality. Believe in
yourself, keep learning and trust your journey.”

Those interested in supporting Boitumelo or learning more
about her books can contact JNM Royal House on 066 423
0705 or 083 249 7846, or email jnmroyalhouse@gmail.com.

encourage readers with messages of

hope, healing and resilience.
T
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Community
Encouraged
to Report
Sexual Abuse

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper |
Thabazimbi — A Thabazimbi man recently
appeared in court on a charge of alleged
sexual assault involving a 13-year-old girl.

The matter was postponed to 7 August
2026, and the accused remains out on bail
while the case proceeds through the courts.

The case has sparked concern within the
community, with residents encouraging

anyone who may have information relevant
to the investigation, or who may have been
the victim of a similar alleged offence, to
report it to the South African Police Service.

As the matter involves a minor, the
newspaper cannot publish any information
that could directly or indirectly identify
the complainant or compromise the legal
process.
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Vrolike gesigte en groot
opgewondenheid terwyl

ATKV Thabazimbi maak harte
warm met Bingo, Braai én
gemeenskapsgees

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi —
Vir die afgelope 13 jaar bring ATKV Thabazimbi
nie net kos na die tafel nie, maar ook vreugde,
vriendskap en ‘n gevoel van tuiskoms vir plaaslike
bejaardes. Die organisasie het op Vrydag 3 Julie
2026 weer hul jaarlikse “Bingo en Braai’-projek
aangebied — ‘n geliefde tradisie wat die bejaardes
met oop arms verwelkom het vir ‘n dag vol pret,
lag en goeie geselskap.

Die gaste het die oggend geniet terwyl hulle
bingo gespeel en meegeding het om pryse soos
sjokolades, koeldranke, skyfies en pette. Na die
speletjies is almal bederf met ‘n
heerlike braai-ete van sosatiewors,
mieliepap en sous, koolslaai en ‘n
koeldrank.

Volgens Linda Grobler, sekretaris
van ATKV  Thabazimbi en
projekkoodrdineerder,  het  die
projek oor die jare veel meer as
net ‘n geleentheid geword. “Die
bekende gesigte wat ons jaar
na jaar sien, voel vir ons soos
familie. Dit is vir ons ‘n voorreg
om hierdie dag saam met hulle
te kan deel.” Sy het verduidelik
dat bejaardes wat weens siekte
of ander omstandighede nie die
geleentheid kon bywoon nie, ook
nie vergeet is nie. Kosblikke is
spesiaal voorberei en afgelewer
om te verseker dat niemand
uitgesluit voel nie.

Grobler het haar opregte dank
uitgespreek teenoor die ATKV-
lede en vrywilligers wat gehelp
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ATKV Thabazimbi-spanlede en vrywilligers wat gehelp het om van die jaarlikse Bingo
en Braai-dag vir bejaardes ‘n groot sukses te maak. Agter, van links: Christelle Barnard
(vrywilliger), Dalene Bester (vrywilliger), Elaine Grobler (ATKV spanlid) en Linda Grobler
(ATKV sekretaresse en projekkodrdineerder). Voor: Denese Chapman (vrywilliger).
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het met die voorbereiding, die aanbied van bingo,
die bediening van die etes en die opruimwerk. Sy
het ook spesiale erkenning gegee aan Rebecca,
kok van Immergroen, wat die mieliepap en
sous voorberei het, asook aan Numzaan, wat
die sosatiewors teen ‘n afslagprys beskikbaar
gestel het.

Die organisasie se diens aan die
gemeenskap eindig egter nie daar
nie. ATKV Thabazimbi nooi die
publiek uit om op 20 Julie 2026 saam
Mandela-dag by Thabang Kinderhuis
te vier. Die verrigtinge begin om
08:30 en duur tot ongeveer 14:30.

Verskeie organisasies, waaronder die VLU, SAPD,
Departement van Maatskaplike Ontwikkeling,
Redpath en Save the Children Africa, sal deel
wees van die dag. Besoekers kan uitsien na ‘n
pootjiekoskompetisie en ‘n demonstrasie deur die
Thabazimbi K9-honde-eenheid om 10:00.

Met hul deurlopende betrokkenheid by beide die
jongste én oudste inwoners van Thabazimbi bewys
ATKV Thabazimbi dat ware gemeenskapsdiens
nie net oor projekte gaan nie, maar oor mense.
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SOULFOOD

JAMES 1:21

Therefore lay
aside all filthiness
and overflow

of wickedness,
and receive with
meekness the
implanted word,
which is able

to save your
souls.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd /a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage,
injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the
information provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or

advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information
provided. Advertisements, classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/

HAVE YOUR

Has everyone in your household been
healthy for more than one month?

It seems this year’s flu season has hit particularly hard. Many people say they are either currently ill, has just recovered, or has
become sick again. Has your entire household managed to stay healthy for more than a month? Vote and share your experience.

“Yes. We all
received our flu
vaccines at the
start of winter.
Apart from the

occasional
runny nose, our
household has
stayed healthy.”

Sunell Coetzee,
Thabazimbi

“Yes. We've all
stayed healthy
for more than
a month, and
we’re grateful,
especially
during such a
challenging flu
season.”

Maria Moraka,
Thabazimbi

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!

Has everyone in your household been
healthy for more than one month?

NOFT2% Y 28%

Do you think
you should pay
to use the sun’s energy?

More South Africans are installing solar to reduce
rising electricity costs. While sunlight is free, some
municipalities charge fixed network or service fees
for grid-connected solar systems. Do you think this
is fair, or should homeowners pay nothing for using
the sun’s energy?

Here’s how you can participate.

Email us at news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or

WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000.

Include the following:

* Your answer: Yes or No

* Why? We want to hear from you!

* Arecent photo — We'd love to publish your pic
alongside your answer!

* Your town/city

* Deadline - Be sure to send your response before
12:00 on Monday, 20 July 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our
community’s story! P.S.: Don't forget, you can also
voice your opinion on our Facebook post about this
topic. Join the conversation!

(5]

Stuur jou event na news@platinumbushvelder.co.za ** Gratis Plasing!

PLATINUM DAGBOEK

Poppeteater: Kotie Kok en Lawwe Rot
Datum: Vrydag, 7 Augustus 2026 om 11:30

Laerskool Koedoeskop nooi alle jong maats en hul families na 'n prettige en interaktiewe poppevertoning, Kotie Kok
en Lawwe Rot. In dié vrolike avontuur maak die Vlinder Vlapperfees vir Kotie Kok baie bekommerd — maar hoekom?
Kom vind self uit terwyl die karakters kinders laat lag, saam dink en deel word van die storie. Daar wag ook 'n spesiale
verrassing vir elkeen wat die vertoning bywoon. Kaartjies beloop R60 per persoon. Venue: Skoolsaal, Laerskool
Koedoeskop | Kontak: Liezel | 014 061 0060 | admin@koedoeskop.com

Apiesdoring Karnaval 2026
Datum: Saterdag, 8 Augustus 2026

is the opinions and of the who placed or sent the
advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or sent the letters to the editor and not that of the
editorfs, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We
herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum Bushvelder’s title and design
of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any
queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper is the sole
property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyrightis strictly reserved, and no work, or
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without
the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

Beleef 'n egte Bosveldfees onder die apiesdoringbome met heerlike kos, unieke stalletjies, musiek, vermaak en ‘n
gesellige kuier vir die hele gesin. Pak die dag saam met familie en vriende aan en geniet die warm Bosveld-gasvryheid.
Toegang is gratis en almal is welkom. Plek: Hervormde Kerk Vliegepoort, Thabazimbi |
Kontak: Zaan Swart - 076 635 7709
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know?
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In South Africa, there is no tax on sunlight and no law that
charges you simply for using the sun’s energy. However, if
your home remains connected to the municipal electricity grid,
you may still have to pay fixed network or service charges

- even if your solar panels generate most of your electricity.
These charges vary between municipalities and help fund the
maintenance of the electricity
network. So, while sunshine
is free, staying connected

to the grid often isn't. So,
while the government can't
tax the sun itself, many
South Africans are asking
whether paying monthly fees
despite generating their own
electricity feels like paying for
sunshine...
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Northam
Rhinos
Stampede
to Five
Consecutive
Victories!

The Northam Rhinos second team celebrated after another
outstanding victory, defeating Wits Rugby Club 59-10 in the
Golden Lions Grand Challenge Liga.

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam

— The Northam Rhinos Rugby Club enjoyed an

unforgettable weekend of rugby, recording five amazing victories across two competitions and
underlining the club’s impressive form heading into another busy week.

The action kicked off on Friday, 10 July 2026, when the Rhinos travelled to Bela-Bela for
their Waterberg Liga fixtures against Kwaggas Rugby Club. The first team delivered another
commanding performance, securing an 81-12 victory, while the second team completely
dominated their opponents with an incredible 106-0 win.

The momentum continued on Saturday, 11 July, as the club travelled to Wits Rugby Club for
Golden Lions Grand Challenge Liga fixtures. Once again, every Rhinos side proved too strong for
the opposition. The first team claimed a convincing 55-10 victory, the second team followed with a
59-10 win, and the third team completed a clean sweep by overpowering Wits 78-0.

The outstanding results capped off a remarkable weekend for the club, with all five teams
returning home victorious and showcasing the depth, skill and determination that continue to
make Northam Rhinos a formidable force on the rugby field.

A Song of Hope:

Ramokokastad Choir seeks
community support

Platinum Bushvelder newspaper |
Ramokokastad — A gospel choir from Phadi
Village near Ramokokastad is appealing to
local businesses and community members to
help them take the next step in their journey by
sponsoring matching golf shirts for their growing
team of young singers.

Kopano Ya Rona Gospel Choir (KYRGC) was
established in 2024 and officially registered as a
non-profit organisation in 2025. Since then, the
choir has grown to 27 members and has become
a source of encouragement, faith and belonging
for many young people in the community.
Founded with the vision of uniting people through
gospel music, faith and culture, the choir provides
a safe and positive space where young people
can spend their time after school while developing
discipline, teamwork and leadership skills.
Director and founder, Paul Makgamathe, says the
choir’s mission is to glorify God through music
while inspiring communities and transforming
lives. “)KYRGC is more than a choir; we are a
family built on unity, faith and hope. With the right
support, we can take our gospel to every corner of
the North West Province and show young people
that there is power in purpose,” he said.

The choir hopes to receive sponsorship for
25 matching forest green golf shirts with gold
accents. According to Makgamathe, the uniforms
will create a sense of unity and pride while
giving the choir a professional appearance at
performances and competitions. “Forest green
represents life, growth and hope,” he explained.
“Just as a tree grows strong roots, we want our
choir to grow on a solid foundation of faith.”

Funding remains the choir’s biggest challenge,
as many members and their families cannot
afford uniforms. Without matching attire, the
group believes they miss valuable opportunities
to perform at larger events. Beyond uniforms,
the choir also welcomes support in any form,
including administrative items such as an official
choir stamp, which is needed when applying for
funding opportunities.

Sponsors will receive recognition through the
placement of their logo on the choir’s shirts,
promotion on social media, acknowledgements
during performances and a certificate of
appreciation. Looking ahead, KYRGC hopes to
perform at more than five major events over the
next year, record and release its first album, and
almost double its membership to more than 50
singers.

Local businesses and individuals who would
like to support the choir can contact Paul on
071 669 8091.

A mock-up of the forest green and gold golf shirts that Kopano
Ya Rona Gospel Choir hopes to provide for its members through
community sponsorship.

Van Frikkie tot
Engelse toetsspeler!

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi
— “Eens 'n Frikkie, altyd ‘n Frikkie!” Dié bekende
woorde het die afgelope naweek nuwe betekenis
gekry toe oud-Hoérskool Frikkie Meyer-leerder
Benhard Janse van Rensburg sy amptelike
toetsdebuut vir Engeland gemaak het — én sy
eerste internasionale drie gedruk het.

Die voormalige Frikkie het Saterdag, 11 Julie 2026,
van die bank af op die veld gekom in Engeland
se oorheersende 73-8-oorwinning oor Fidji in die
Nations Championship in Liverpool. Benhard was
een van drie spelers wat hul toetsdebuut gemaak
het en het sy kans ten volle aangegryp deur ‘n drie
aan te teken in ‘n vertoning wat wéreldwyd aandag
getrek het.

Benhard het sy rugbyloopbaan in Suid-Afrika
opgebou voordat hy in 2021 na Engeland verhuis
het om by London Irish aan te sluit. Na die klub
se sluiting het hy by Bristol Bears aangesluit, waar
hy hom as een van die Engelse Premierliga se
uitstaande senters gevestig het. Nadat hy vyf jaar
onafgebroke in Engeland gewoon het, het hy op 8
Julie 2026 ingevolge World Rugby se verblyfreéls
vir Engeland gekwalifiseer.

Vir die Frikkie-familie is dit ‘n besonderse oomblik.
Benhard het reeds as leerder aan Hoérskool
Frikkie Meyer sy rugbytalent gewys. Vandag
dien sy reis van skoolrugby in Thabazimbi

tot internasionale toetsrugby vir Engeland as
inspirasie vir jong sportlui wat droom om eendag
op die wéreldverhoog uit te blink.

Platinum Bushvelder het al voorheen oor Benhard
se indrukwekkende rugbyloopbaan berig, en
vandag is ons nég trotser om hom geluk te
wens met hierdie buitengewone prestasie.
Baie geluk, Benhard! Jy bewys dat harde werk,
deursettingsvermoé en nederigheid groot drome
kan laat waar word.

Voormalige Hoérskool
Frikkie Meyer-leerder,
Benhard Janse van
Rensburg, het die afgelope
naweek sy toetsdebuut

vir Engeland gemaak en
selfs 'n drie gedruk - ‘n
besondere mylpaal waarop
sy skool en gemeenskap
ongelooflik trots is.

EXHIBIT AT

MINING, ENGINEERING & MINERAL

OR VISIT THE PROCESSING EXHIBITIONS
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\fi catl Mining
Official media partner
www.africanmining.co.za

or sellinah@interactmedia.co.za

To visit contact Sellinah: +27 (0) 11 579 4940
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